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HSM112.5 Foundations of Western Music 

Name of Unit 

Foundations of Western Music (HSM112.5) 

 

SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Administrative details 

Associated higher education awards Duration Level Unit Coordinator 

Bachelor of Music 
One 
semester 

Introductory  Dr A Wiering 

1.2 Core or elective unit 

Indicate if the unit is a 

 core unit 

 elective unit 

 other (please specify below): 

 

1.3 Unit weighting 

Using the table below, indicate the credit point weighting of this unit and the credit point total 

for the course of study (for example, 10 credit points for the unit and 320 credit points for the 

course of study). 

Unit credit points 

 

Total course credit points 

 

6 credit points 144 credit points 

1.4 Student workload 

Using the table below, indicate the expected student workload per week for this unit. 

No. timetabled hours per 

week 

No. personal study hours 

per week 

Total workload hours per 

week 

3 7 10 

 

For those students requiring additional English language support, how many additional hours 

per week is it expected that they will undertake? 

Additional English language support: __0___ hours per week 

1.5 Delivery mode 

Tick all applicable delivery modes for the unit: 

 Face to face on site  
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 e-learning (online) 

 Intensive (provide details) 

See “Mode of Delivery Policy” 

 

 Block release (provide details) 

 

 

 Work-integrated learning activity 

 Mixed/blended 

 Distance/independent learning (untimetabled) 

 Full-time 

 Part-time 

 External 

 Fast track (provide details) 

 

 

 Other (please specify) 

 

 

1.6 Pre-requisites and co-requisites 

Are students required have undertaken a prerequisite or co-requisite unit for this unit? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of the prerequisite or co-requisite requirements below. 

Pre-requisite: 

Co-requisite:  

1.7 Other resource requirements 

Do students require access to specialist facilities and/or equipment for this unit (for example, 

special computer access, physical education equipment)? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of specialist facilities and/or equipment below. 
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SECTION 2 – ACADEMIC DETAILS 

Brief description of the content of the unit 

This history knowledge unit within Tabor’s Bachelor of Music program traces the evolution of Western 

music from medieval times through the Baroque and early Classical periods. Students are exposed to 

diverse musical traditions from the beginnings of early European music, examining its cultural contexts 

such as the role of music in society and the church. Notation, instrumentation, scales, and tuning systems 

are also explored. Learning outcomes foster critical analysis, cultural awareness, and an understanding of 

music's historical development. 

 

Learning outcomes for the unit 

1) Differentiate musical styles, instrumentation, and performance practices across cultures in early Western 

composition 

2) Identify key composers and their stylistic characteristics in early European music 

3) Analyse early European scores in light of the contemporary historical, social, and technological developments 

 

Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning 

Outcome/s 

assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Concert Reflection 

Provide a reflection on a concert, field 
trip or guest presenter in relation to 
class topics.  

1000 words 

1 Week 5 20% 

Essay & Presentation Selected Composer & 
Era. 

Research and evaluate a genre of music 
discussed in class, along with a key composer 
from the genre. Present to the class. 

1500 and 500-word multi-modal equivalent 
word count 

1, 2, 3 
Week 8 (Essay) 

Week 9 (Oral Presentation) 
40% 

Score Analysis 

Complete score analyses of two works from 
distinct eras; compare and contrast the musical 
styles, instrumentation and performance 
practices. 

2000 or multi-modal equivalent word-count 

1, 2, 3 
 

Week 12 
40% 

 

 

2.1 Prescribed and recommended readings 

Provide below, in formal reference format, a list of the prescribed and recommended readings 

for the unit. 
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Prescribed reading:  

Burkholder, JP. Grout, D. & Palisca, C. (2019) A History of Western Music. 10th ed. W. W. Norton & Co., 

New York. 

Recommended reading: 

*Atlas, A. W. (1998). Renaissance music: Music in Western Europe, 1400–1600. W. W. Norton & 
Company. 

Carter, T., & Butt, J. (Eds.). (2005). The Cambridge history of seventeenth-century music. Cambridge 
University Press. 

*Goodall, H. (2001). Big bangs: The story of five discoveries that changed the musical world. Vintage. 

Griffiths, P. (2009). A concise history of Western music. Cambridge University Press. 

Holman, P., & White, B. (2025). The Purcell compendium. Boydell & Brewer. 

*Hoppin, R. H. (1978). Medieval music. W. W. Norton & Company. 

Irving, D. R. M., & Rehding, A. (Eds.). (2022). A cultural history of Western music (Vols. 1–6). Bloomsbury 
Academic. 

Mayes, C. (2025). Hungarian dances and musical life in eighteenth-century Vienna. Oxford University 
Press. 

Schulenberg, D. (2014). Music of the Baroque (3rd ed.). Oxford University Press. 

*Taruskin, R. (2005). The Oxford history of Western music (Vols. 1–2). Oxford University Press. 

*Weiss, P., & Taruskin, R. (2008). Music in the Western world: A history in documents (2nd ed.). Schirmer. 

 

*Denotes seminal text. 

 

 


