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HSM113.5 19th to 21st Century Music 

Name of Unit 

19th to 21st Century Music (HSM113.5) 

 

SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Administrative details 

Associated higher education awards Duration Level Unit Coordinator 

Bachelor of Music 
One 
semester 

Introductory  Dr A Wiering 

1.2 Core or elective unit 

Indicate if the unit is a 

 core unit 

 elective unit 

 other (please specify below): 

 

1.3 Unit weighting 

Using the table below, indicate the credit point weighting of this unit and the credit point total 

for the course of study (for example, 10 credit points for the unit and 320 credit points for the 

course of study). 

Unit credit points 

 

Total course credit points 

 

6 credit points 144 credit points 

1.4 Student workload 

Using the table below, indicate the expected student workload per week for this unit. 

No. timetabled hours per 

week 

No. personal study hours 

per week 

Total workload hours per 

week 

3 7 10 

 

For those students requiring additional English language support, how many additional hours 

per week is it expected that they will undertake? 

Additional English language support: __0___ hours per week 

1.5 Delivery mode 

Tick all applicable delivery modes for the unit: 

 Face to face on site 

 e-learning (online)  
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 Intensive (provide details) 

See “Mode of Delivery Policy” 

 

 Block release (provide details) 

 

 

 Work-integrated learning activity 

 Mixed/blended 

 Distance/independent learning (untimetabled) 

 Full-time 

 Part-time 

 External 

 Fast track (provide details) 

 

 

 Other (please specify) 

 

 

1.6 Pre-requisites and co-requisites 

Are students required have undertaken a prerequisite or co-requisite unit for this unit? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of the prerequisite or co-requisite requirements below. 

Pre-requisite: 

Co-requisite:  

1.7 Other resource requirements 

Do students require access to specialist facilities and/or equipment for this unit (for example, 

special computer access, physical education equipment)? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of specialist facilities and/or equipment below. 
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SECTION 2 – ACADEMIC DETAILS 

Brief description of the content of the unit 

This music history unit in Tabor’s Bachelor of Music program, traces the evolution of Western music from 

the late Classical, Romantic era through to the 21st Century. The unit examines key composers, stylistic 

developments, and cultural contexts spanning the 19th to 21st centuries. Learning outcomes foster critical 

listening, historical understanding and appreciation of music’s progression into the 21st Century. 

 

Learning outcomes for the unit 

1) Differentiate musical styles, instrumentation, and performance practices across late Classical, Romantic, 20th- 
and 21st-century music 

2) Identify key composers and their stylistic characteristics in the late Classical, Romantic, 20th- and 21st-century 
music 

3) Analyse late Classical, Romantic, 20th- and 21st-century scores in light of the historical, social, and 
technological developments that shape music 

 

Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning 

Outcome/s 

assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Assessment One: Music Reflection  

Students will provide a reflection on a field trip or 
guest presenter in relation to the class topics.  

1000 words. 

1 Week 5 20% 

Assessment Two: Composer Essay & 
Presentation  

Students are to research a composer from the 
late classic to present day and detail their work, 
musical characteristics, and include a brief score 
analysis.  

1500 words (or multi-modal equivalent)  

2 Week 8 30% 

Assessment 3: Comparative Score Analysis 

Students are required to select two distinct 
musical eras from the course material and identify 
a representative work from each. They will 
produce a comparative analysis that critically 
examines the musical characteristics, stylistic 
features, and significant differences between the 
selected eras and their representative 
compositions. 

2000 words or multi-modal equivalent.  

1, 2, 3 Week 13 30% 

Assessment 4: Class Tasks  
Short research tasks, timeline, quiz and score 
analysis encompassing concepts from lectures. 
1000 words or multimodal equivalent. 

1, 2, 3 Ongoing 20% 
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2.1 Prescribed and recommended readings 

Provide below, in formal reference format, a list of the prescribed and recommended readings 

for the unit. 

Prescribed reading:  

Burkholder, JP. Grout, D. & Palisca, C. (2019) A History of Western Music. 10th ed. WW Norton & Co., New 

York.  

 

Recommended reading: 

Beckerman, M. (Ed.). (2021). Classical music: Contemporary perspectives and challenges. Open Book 
Publishers. https://doi.org/10.11647/obp.0242 

Cheng, W., & Fosler-Lussier, D. (Eds.). (2026). A cultural history of Western music in the modern age. 
Bloomsbury Academic. 

*Ford, A. (2002). Illegal harmonies: Music in the modern age. ABC Books. 

Griffiths, P. (2011). Modern music and after (3rd ed.). Oxford University Press. 

Jones, T., & McIntosh, J. (2022). Rock 'n' roll: Origins & innovators (2nd ed.). Kendall Hunt Publishing. 

Irving, D. R. M., & Rehding, A. (Eds.). (2022). A cultural history of Western music (Vols. 1–6). Bloomsbury 
Academic. 

Kamien, R. (2025). Music: An appreciation (14th ed.). McGraw-Hill. 

*Romanticism. (2001). In Grove Music Online. Oxford University Press. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/omo-9781561592630-e-0000023751 

*Taruskin, R. (2005). The Oxford history of Western music, Vols. 3–6: The nineteenth century to the 
present. Oxford University Press. 

*Williams, A. (2013). Music in the late twentieth century: The Oxford history of Western music. Oxford 
University Press. 

*Denotes seminal works 
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