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HSM114.7 Instrumental Studies and Pedagogy 

Name of Unit 

Instrumental Studies and Pedagogy (HSM114.7) 

 

SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Administrative details 

Associated higher education awards Duration Level Unit Coordinator 

Undergraduate Certificate in Music 

Bachelor of Music 
One semester Intermediate Mr Logan Watt 

1.2 Core or elective unit 

Indicate if the unit is a 

 core unit 

 elective unit 

 other (please specify below): 

Undergraduate Certificate in Music: Elective 

Bachelor of Music: Core 

1.3 Unit weighting 

Using the table below, indicate the credit point weighting of this unit and the credit point total 

for the course of study (for example, 10 credit points for the unit and 320 credit points for the 

course of study). 

Unit credit points 

 

Total course credit points 

 

6 credit points 24 / 144 credit points 

1.4 Student workload 

Using the table below, indicate the expected student workload per week for this unit. 

No. timetabled hours per 

week 

No. personal study hours 

per week 

Total workload hours per 

week 

3 7 10 

 

For those students requiring additional English language support, how many additional hours 

per week is it expected that they will undertake? 

Additional English language support: __0___ hours per week 

1.5 Delivery mode 

Tick all applicable delivery modes for the unit: 

 Face to face on site 
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 e-learning (online) 

 Intensive (provide details) 

See “Mode of Delivery Policy” 

 

 Block release (provide details) 

 

 

 Work-integrated learning activity 

 Mixed/blended 

 Distance/independent learning (untimetabled) 

 Full-time 

 Part-time 

 External 

 Fast track (provide details) 

 

 

 Other (please specify) 

 

 

1.6 Pre-requisites and co-requisites 

Are students required have undertaken a prerequisite or co-requisite unit for this unit? 

 Yes  No 

1.7 Other resource requirements 

Do students require access to specialist facilities and/or equipment for this unit (for example, 

special computer access, physical education equipment)? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of specialist facilities and/or equipment below. 

Additional instruments will be supplied as required. 
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SECTION 2 – ACADEMIC DETAILS 

Brief description of the content of the unit 

This unit extends students’ practical musicianship by broadening capability across a range of instruments and contexts relevant 
to contemporary music-industry environments. Foundational skills in keyboard, drum kit, and guitar are developed alongside 
core concepts in vocal anatomy. Students also survey orchestral and band families such as woodwind, brass, strings, and 
percussion, to build a broad, working understanding of instrumental characteristics, techniques, and roles. 

Students also learn multifaceted, evidence-informed approaches to instrumental pedagogy and apply these through the 
planning, delivery, and reflection of lessons for a beginner on their chosen instrument.  

A portfolio of techniques for instruments learnt will be compiled by students while preparation for instrumental teachers’ 
registration will be organised to support future work opportunities. The administrative work connecting students to their formal 
registration as instrumental music teachers will also be undertaken in this unit. 

 

Learning outcomes for the unit 

1) Deliver instrumental lessons in individual or group settings, using reflective practice to enhance pedagogy  

2) Articulate the different capabilities, timbres, and techniques for beginner players through scoring and basic playing ability  

3) Arrange and conduct music at a beginner to intermediate level 

4) Design music teaching resources and sequential lesson plans that apply the principles of scaffolding and progressive skill 
development 

 

Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning 

Outcome/s 

assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Instrumental Teaching Journal 

Students will prepare and teach three (3) 
instrumental lessons to a beginner student of choice 
on their primary or secondary instrument. Include 
audio recordings of the lessons and journal entries 
reflecting on the process. These journal entries will 
include 1 page lesson plan for each lesson and 1 
page lesson reflection for each lesson (min 400-word 
reflection for each lesson). Minimum 6 pages in total. 

Equivalent word-count: 1,500 

1, 4 Week 9 30% 

Arrange and conduct a beginner 
ensemble  

Arrange a popular tune for the class ensemble. Lead 
the class rehearsal and conduct the ensemble. 2- 
minute arrangement, 2 rehearsals of 15 minutes, 1 
minute demonstration of conducting skills. 

Equivalent word-count: 1,000 

3 Week 12 20% 
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Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning 

Outcome/s 

assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Instrumental teaching folio  

Compile a folder (digital or hard copy) that contains 
the weekly set tasks, teachers’ registration board 
application form and relevant paperwork. Include 
lecture notes, pedagogies, resources, fingering 
charts, repertoire, duets, sheet music and scaffolds 
for teaching beginners in wind, brass, percussion, 
voice and strings. One binder folder (or electronic 
equivalent).  

Equivalent word-count: 1,500 

2, 4 Week 14 30% 

Instrumental Assessment 

Students will be assessed on their basic playing 
ability to perform set scaffolded tasks on piano, 
drums, guitar and vocals given throughout the 
semester.  

Equivalent word-count: 1,000 

2 Week 13 20% 

 

 

2.1 Prescribed and recommended readings 

Provide below, in formal reference format, a list of the prescribed and recommended readings 

for the unit. 

Colwell, R., Hewitt, M., & Fonder, M. (2017). The teaching of instrumental music (5th ed.). Routledge. 

Cook, N. (2013). Beyond the score: Music as performance. Oxford University Press. 

De Souza, J. (2017). Music at hand: Instruments, bodies, and cognition. Oxford University Press. 

Gaunt, H., & Westerlund, H. (Eds.). (2016). Collaborative learning in higher music education. Routledge. 

Gravem Johansen, G., Holdhus, K., Larsson, C., & MacGlone, U. (2019). Expanding the space for improvisation pedagogy in 

music: A transdisciplinary approach. Routledge. 

Hammel, A., Hickox, R., & Hourigan, R. (Eds.). (2016). Winding it back: Teaching to individual differences in music classroom 

and ensemble settings. Oxford University Press. 

MacDonald, R. A. R., & Wilson, G. B. (2020). The art of becoming: How group improvisation works. Oxford University Press. 

Raykoff, I. (2014). Dreams of love: Playing the romantic pianist. Oxford University Press. 

Sarath, E., Myers, D., & Campbell, P. S. (2016). Redefining music studies in an age of change: Creativity, diversity, and 

integration. Routledge. 

Watkins, C., & Scott, L. (2012). From the stage to the studio: How fine musicians become great teachers. Oxford University 

Press. 

 


