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HSM131.7 Music Education 

Name of Unit 

Music Education (HSM131.7) 

 

SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Administrative details 

Associated higher education awards Duration Level Subject Coordinator 

Bachelor of Music 
One 
semester 

Introductory/Advanced  Adjunct 

1.2 Core or elective subject 

Indicate if the subject is a 

 core subject 

 elective subject 

 other (please specify below): 

 

1.3 Subject weighting 

Using the table below, indicate the credit point weighting of this subject and the credit point 

total for the course of study (for example, 10 credit points for the subject and 320 credit points 

for the course of study). 

Subject credit points 

 

Total course credit points 

 

6 credit points 144 credit points 

1.4 Student workload 

Using the table below, indicate the expected student workload per week for this subject. 

No. timetabled hours per 

week 

No. personal study hours 

per week 

Total workload hours per 

week 

3 7 10 

 

For those students requiring additional English language support, how many additional hours 

per week is it expected that they will undertake? 

Additional English language support: __0___ hours per week 

1.5 Delivery mode 

Tick all applicable delivery modes for the subject: 

 Face to face on site 

 e-learning (online) 
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 Intensive (provide details) 

See “Mode of Delivery Policy” 

 

 Block release (provide details) 

 

 

 Work-integrated learning activity 

 Mixed/blended 

 Distance/independent learning (untimetabled) 

 Full-time 

 Part-time 

 External 

 Fast track (provide details) 

 

 

 Other (please specify) 

 

 

1.6 Pre-requisites and co-requisites 

Are students required have undertaken a prerequisite or co-requisite subject for this subject? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of the prerequisite or co-requisite requirements below. 

Pre-requisite:  

Co-requisite:  

1.7 Other resource requirements 

Do students require access to specialist facilities and/or equipment for this subject (for 

example, special computer access, physical education equipment)? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of specialist facilities and/or equipment below. 
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SECTION 2 – ACADEMIC DETAILS 

Brief description of the content of the subject 

In this unit, students will explore classroom music pedagogy and the skills relevant to teaching music in Australian curricular 
contexts. The unit provides insight into the music education profession as it relates specifically to classroom practice. Students 
will engage with the structure of the Australian music education system in order to support best practice in classroom teaching 
and learning. They will learn to develop unit plans, lesson plans, and activities in connection with the Australian Curriculum, or 
other relevant curricula. Other content will include instruments and voice and be based on the methodologies of Kodaly, Orff 
and Musical Futures. The inclusion of choir and band directing and conducting techniques, along with music technology 
resources will help students develop a wide range of skills that they may experience in the reflected employment outcomes. 
Assessment and reporting in music education will be covered within this unit in line with current Australian Curriculum guidelines 
and requirements. They will engage with the AITSL standards and specific music professional development organisations. 
Students will also lead and conduct small group and class activities similar to practica to demonstrate their practical application 
of content learned. 

 

Learning outcomes for the subject 

1) Evaluate the applicability of different forms of music methodologies for diverse curriculum contexts and student learning 
styles  

2) Apply correct conducting technique to lead choral and instrumental ensembles 

3) Design lessons, unit plans, and worksheets that incorporate a range of pedagogical methods  

4) Critically reflect on student engagement and learning in varied music education settings 

 

Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning Outcome/s 

assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Lesson plan 1 and 2 and Practicum 

Create two lesson plans including the PPP method 
(prepare, point, practice) OR 5 Steps to Success, in 
alignment with the AITSL and Australian Curriculum, 
and methodologies. One should be for lower or 
upper primary, the second should be for either 
Middle or Senior School. Teach these lessons to the 
class in no more than 5 minutes per lesson. Critically 
reflect on your teaching performance in 500 words. 

Equivalent word-count: 1,500 

1, 3, 4 Week 10  30% 

Unit Plans 1 and 2   

Create two unit plans, one should be for either lower 
or upper primary, the second should be for either 
Middle or Senior School. Include resources and 
teaching techniques. Present one to the class. 
 
Equivalent word-count: 1,250 

1, 3 Week 4 25% 
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Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning Outcome/s 

assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Folio 

Create a folio of music education resources including 
worksheets gathered throughout the semester from 
lectures and self- created resources. This should be 
considered a constant and ongoing folio from week 
1 to week 12 and may be asked to be viewed 
periodically throughout the semester.  

Equivalent word-count: 1,750 

3, 4 Week 14 35% 

Conducting 

Film yourself conducting an ensemble of your choice 
for 2 to 3 minutes. Include the sheet music of the 
song you are conducting (or part of the song) and 
score markings. Also take the ensemble through a 
warm-up activity   

Equivalent word-count: 500 

2 Week 12 10% 

 

2.1 Prescribed and recommended readings 

Provide below, in formal reference format, a list of the prescribed and recommended readings 

for the unit. 

Prescribed reading:  

There are no required texts to be purchased. Recommended reading texts are available through the library 
via reference books and chapters available online. Further resources are available within Tabor Online.  

Recommended reading:  

Abril, C. R., & Gault, B. M. (Eds.). (2016). Teaching general music: Approaches, issues, and viewpoints. Oxford 
University Press. 

Aróstegui, J. L., Christophersen, C., & Nichols, J. (Eds.). (2024). The SAGE handbook of school music education. 
SAGE Publications Ltd. 

Blair, D. V., & McCord, K. A. (Eds.). (2015). Exceptional music pedagogy for children with exceptionalities: 
International perspectives. Oxford University Press. 

Burnard, P., & Murphy, R. (2017). Teaching music creatively. Routledge. 

Cain, M., & Power, A. (2022). Digital technologies and music education in Australia: Reframing pedagogy for 
creativity. Research Studies in Music Education, 44(2), 252–268. 

De Souza, J. (2017). Music at hand: Instruments, bodies, and cognition. Oxford University Press. 

Good, E., & Perkins, A. R. (Eds.). (2021). Culturally sustaining pedagogies in music education: Expanding culturally 
responsive teaching to sustain diverse musical cultures and identities. Routledge. 
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Hallam, S. (2010). The power of music: Its impact on the intellectual, social and personal development of children and 
young people. International Journal of Music Education, 28(3), 269–289. 

Jellison, J. (2015). Including everyone: Creating music classrooms where all children learn. Oxford University Press. 

Joseph, D., & Southcott, J. (2019). Community music at the crossroads: The Australian music education context. 
Springer. 

Labuta, J. A., & Matthews, W. K. (2017). Basic conducting techniques (7th ed.). Routledge. 

Philpott, C., & Spruce, G. (Eds.). (2016). Learning to teach music in the secondary school: A companion to school 
experience. Routledge. 

Straus, J. N. (2011). Extraordinary measures: Disability in music. Oxford University Press. 

Tagg, B. (2013). Before the singing: Structuring children's choirs for success. Oxford University Press. 

Watkins, C., & Scott, L. (2012). From the stage to the studio: How fine musicians become great teachers. Oxford 
University Press. 

Wise, S., Greenwood, J., & Davis, N. (2011). Teachers’ use of digital technology in secondary music education: 
Illustrations of changing classrooms. British Journal of Music Education, 28(2), 117–134. 

 


