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HSM222.7 Intermediate Music Theory 

Name of Unit 

Intermediate Music Theory (HSM222.7) 

 

SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Administrative details 

Associated higher education awards Duration Level Unit Coordinator 

Bachelor of Music 
One 
semester 

Intermediate  Dr A Wiering 

1.2 Core or elective unit 

Indicate if the unit is a 

 core unit 

 elective unit 

 other (please specify below): 

 

1.3 Unit weighting 

Using the table below, indicate the credit point weighting of this unit and the credit point total 

for the course of study (for example, 10 credit points for the unit and 320 credit points for the 

course of study). 

Unit credit points 

 

Total course credit points 

 

6 credit points 144 credit points 

1.4 Student workload 

Using the table below, indicate the expected student workload per week for this unit. 

No. timetabled hours per 

week 

No. personal study hours 

per week 

Total workload hours per 

week 

3 7 10 

 

For those students requiring additional English language support, how many additional hours 

per week is it expected that they will undertake? 

Additional English language support: __0___ hours per week 

1.5 Delivery mode 

Tick all applicable delivery modes for the unit: 

 Face to face on site 

 e-learning (online) 
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 Intensive (provide details) 

See “Mode of Delivery Policy” 

 

 Block release (provide details) 

 

 

 Work-integrated learning activity 

 Mixed/blended 

 Distance/independent learning (untimetabled) 

 Full-time 

 Part-time 

 External 

 Fast track (provide details) 

 

 

 Other (please specify) 

 

 

1.6 Pre-requisites and co-requisites 

Are students required have undertaken a prerequisite or co-requisite unit for this unit? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of the prerequisite or co-requisite requirements below. 

Pre-requisite: HSM121.5 Fundamental Music Theory 

Co-requisite:  

1.7 Other resource requirements 

Do students require access to specialist facilities and/or equipment for this unit (for example, 

special computer access, physical education equipment)? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of specialist facilities and/or equipment below. 

A computer area is available for student use, equipped with music notation and composition software and 
keyboards, and mixing desk. 
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SECTION 2 – ACADEMIC DETAILS 

Brief description of the content of the unit 

In this unit, students will develop higher order musicianship skills. By learning to analyse the work of professional 
musicians, students will gain a deeper understanding of music concepts and techniques that they can then use in their 
own music. By building upon fundamentals of music notation, students will develop their understanding of extended 
chords, harmonisation, and countermelody techniques, in commercial and classical styles. Transposition for a variety 
of instruments and arranging of music gives students the opportunity to utilise their theoretical knowledge while 
adapting music for other purposes. Students will be introduced to composition techniques to create their own music, 
while software programmes will be used to notate music. Essential aural skills will be practised, extended, and refined 
within this unit. 

 

Learning outcomes for the unit 

1) Identify musical form and structure through score analysis 

2) Apply countermelody and compositional techniques to produce original music that meets professional standards 

3) Transpose and arrange music for a variety of instruments and ensembles 

4) Create professionally formatted scores, including arranging and engraving, with advanced notation software 

 

Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning 

Outcome/s assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Quizzes 
Four quizzes covering theory and aural 
concepts from class. 
Equivalent word-count: 2000 

1, 3 Week 3, 6, 9, 13 40% 

Arrangement  
32-48 bar arrangement altering a ‘pop’ 
song into another style of music, 
demonstrating musical complexity. 
Presentation of the arrangement. 
Equivalent word-count: 1500 

1, 2, 3, 4 Week 12 30% 

Music Folio 
Complete a theory folio of three tasks 
including analysis, ensemble scoring, and 
countermelody tasks. 
Equivalent word-count: 1500 

Total word-count: 5000 

1, 2, 3, 4 Weeks 4, 7, 10 30% 

 

2.1 Prescribed and recommended readings 

Provide below, in formal reference format, a list of the prescribed and recommended readings 

for the unit. 

Prescribed reading:  

There are no required texts to be purchased. Students need to be able to access MuseScore or Sibelius Software 

at home. 
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Recommended reading: 

Aldwell, E., Schachter, C., & Cadwallader, A. (2018). Harmony and voice leading (5th ed.). Cengage 

Learning. 

Gauldin, R. (2010). Harmonic practice in tonal music (2nd ed.). W. W. Norton. 

Hutchinson, R. (2025). Music theory for the 21st-century classroom (September 2025 ed.). University of Puget 

Sound. http://musictheory.pugetsound.edu 

Judd, C. (Ed.). (2017). Musical theory in the Renaissance. Routledge. 

Kostka, S., Payne, D., & Almén, B. (2017). Tonal harmony: With an introduction to post-tonal music (12th 

ed.). McGraw-Hill Education. 

Murphy, P., Phillips, J., Marvin, E. W., & Clendinning, J. P. (2025). The musician’s guide to aural skills: 

Sight-singing (5th ed.). W. W. Norton & Company. 

Pearsall, E. (2012). Twentieth-century music theory and practice. Routledge. 

Sarath, E. (2010). Music theory through improvisation: A new approach to musicianship training. 

Routledge. 

Shuker, R. (2017). Popular music: The key concepts (4th ed.). Routledge. 

Spencer, P., & Bennett, B. (2012). The practice of harmony (6th ed.). Pearson. 

Turek, R., & McCarthy, D. (2019). Theory for today’s musician (3rd ed.). Routledge. 
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