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HSM232.7 Music Theatre Skills

Name of Unit

Music Theatre Skills (HSM232.7)

SECTION 1 - GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Administrative details

Associated higher education awards Duration Level Unit Coordinator
. One
Bachelor of Music Advanced Head of Program
semester

Core or elective unit
Indicate if the unitis a

|:| core unit
|Z| elective unit

|| other (please specify below):

Unit weighting
Using the table below, indicate the credit point weighting of this unit and the credit point total

for the course of study (for example, 10 credit points for the unit and 320 credit points for the
course of study).

Unit credit points Total course credit points

6 credit points 144 credit points

Student workload
Using the table below, indicate the expected student workload per week for this unit.

No. timetabled hours per | No. personal study hours | Total workload hours per
week per week week

3 7 10

For those students requiring additional English language support, how many additional hours
per week is it expected that they will undertake?

Additional English language support: __0___ hours per week
Delivery mode

Tick all applicable delivery modes for the unit:

|E Face to face on site

|X| e-learning (online)
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1.6

1.7

|X| Intensive (provide details)

See “Mode of Delivery Policy”

|:| Block release (provide details)

[] Work-integrated learning activity

<] Mixed/blended

|:| Distance/independent learning (untimetabled)
|E Full-time

|E Part-time

|E External

|:| Fast track (provide details)

|| Other (please specify)

Pre-requisites and co-requisites

Are students required have undertaken a prerequisite or co-requisite unit for this unit?

|:|Yes |E No

If YES, provide details of the prerequisite or co-requisite requirements below.

Pre-requisite:

Co-requisite:

Other resource requirements

Do students require access to specialist facilities and/or equipment for this unit (for example,
special computer access, physical education equipment)?

|:|Yes |E No

If YES, provide details of specialist facilities and/or equipment below.
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SECTION 2 - ACADEMIC DETAILS

Brief description of the content of the unit

In this unit, students will develop the key skills and the conceptual and theoretical understanding required for performing in or
directing musical theatre productions. Students will explore the history and evolution of musical theatre, its diverse styles and
genres, as well as key composers and performers. They will learn about aspects of musical theatre through practical
application, including singing (lead and chorus roles), choreography, acting, set design, stage-hand, lighting, and sound.
Content includes analysing scores, the diversity of ‘pit’ musicians, and researching into the various copyright and show
licensing required. The key role of the Musical Director will be examined, and various career paths in Musical Theatre will be
explored. Students will engage with local community musical theatre companies through observing and reflecting upon live
performances. Guest lecturers and artists who are active in the musical theatre field, will provide key knowledge and
information to support students’ weekly lecture content. Participating in singing, acting, lighting, sound, stage-hand, and set
design, will provide students with realistic industry skills.

Learning outcomes for the unit

1) Explain the various roles and elements of musical theatre productions

2) Critically review live theatre performances with reference to style, genre, singing and musical accompaniment, lead roles,
and organisation

3) Participate in a variety of aspects of musical theatre production

4) Analyse the evolution of musical theatre with reference to social events and composers

Assessment tasks

Type Learning When assessed | Weighting
Outcome/s assessed

Critical review

An observation of a Iiyg musigal theatre . 1,2 Week 5 20%
performance and a critical review in media style.
1000 words.

Practical assessment

Demonstration of chorus singing, choreography,
stage work/lighting and leading ensembles (short 3
in-class demonstration).

1250 Equivalent word-count.

Weeks 3, 6, 9, 12,

0,
14 25%

Musical theatre study

Provide a study on a musical theatre show, the
historical and genre, analysis on the set work, 4 Week 10 35%
composer information.

1750 words or multi-modal equivalent.

Musical theatre compendium

Collate a compendium of musical theatre
resources, scores, terminology, references,
dialogue and songs, in preparation for future career
use.

1000 word-count or multimodal equivalent

1,2,3,4 Week 13 20%

2.1 Prescribed and recommended readings

Provide below, in formal reference format, a list of the prescribed and recommended readings
for the unit.
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Prescribed reading:

There are no required texts to be purchased. Recommended reading texts are available through the library
via reference books and chapters available online. Further resources are available within Tabor Online.

Recommended reading:

Abate, C. (2022). The art and practice of musical theatre choreography. Methuen Drama.
Baines, R., Marinetti, C., & Perteghella, M. (2011). Staging and performing translation: Text and
theatre practice. Palgrave Macmillan.

Deer, J. (2014). Directing in musical theatre: An essential guide. Routledge.
Deer, J., & Dal Vera, R. (2021). Acting in musical theatre: A comprehensive course (3rd ed.). Routledge.

Everett, W. A. (Ed.). (2018). The Cambridge companion to the musical (2nd ed.). Cambridge University
Press.

Gordon, R., & Jubin, O. (Eds.). (2023). The Oxford handbook of the global stage musical. Oxford
University Press.

Kenrick, J. (2017). Musical theatre: A history (2nd ed.). Bloomsbury Methuen Drama.
McLamore, A. (2016). Musical theater: An appreciation. Routledge.
Stempel, L. (2010). Showtime: A history of the Broadway musical theater. W. W. Norton & Company.

Suskin, S. (2010). Show tunes: The songs, shows, and careers of Broadway's major composers (4th ed.).
Oxford University Press.

Symonds, D. (2015). We'll have Manhattan: The early work of Rodgers and Hart. Oxford University Press.

Wolf, S. (2019). Voicing the musical: On stage and screen. Oxford University Press.
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