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HSM234.7 Music Theatre Production  

Name of Unit 

Music Theatre Production (HSM234.7) 

 

SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Administrative details 

Associated higher education awards Duration Level Unit Coordinator 

Bachelor of Music 
One 
semester 

Intermediate Head of Program 

1.2 Core or elective unit 

Indicate if the unit is a 

 core unit 

 elective unit 

 other (please specify below): 

 

1.3 Unit weighting 

Using the table below, indicate the credit point weighting of this unit and the credit point total 

for the course of study (for example, 10 credit points for the unit and 320 credit points for the 

course of study). 

Unit credit points 

 

Total course credit points 

 

6 credit points 144 credit points 

1.4 Student workload 

Using the table below, indicate the expected student workload per week for this unit. 

No. timetabled hours per 

week 

No. personal study hours 

per week 

Total workload hours per 

week 

3 7 10 

 

For those students requiring additional English language support, how many additional hours 

per week is it expected that they will undertake? 

Additional English language support: __0___ hours per week 

1.5 Delivery mode 

Tick all applicable delivery modes for the unit: 

 Face to face on site 

 e-learning (online) 
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 Intensive (provide details) 

See “Mode of Delivery Policy” 

 

 Block release (provide details) 

 

 

 Work-integrated learning activity 

 Mixed/blended 

 Distance/independent learning (untimetabled) 

 Full-time 

 Part-time 

 External 

 Fast track (provide details) 

 

 

 Other (please specify) 

 

 

1.6 Pre-requisites and co-requisites 

Are students required have undertaken a prerequisite or co-requisite unit for this unit? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of the prerequisite or co-requisite requirements below. 

Pre-requisite: 

Co-requisite:  

1.7 Other resource requirements 

Do students require access to specialist facilities and/or equipment for this unit (for example, 

special computer access, physical education equipment)? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, provide details of specialist facilities and/or equipment below. 

Hire of venue and equipment will be provided where applicable. 
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SECTION 2 – ACADEMIC DETAILS 

Brief description of the content of the unit 

The focus of this unit is for the class to successfully produce a public performance of a music theatre production. 
Content includes planning the show, marketing and promotions, establishing a band or orchestra, creating and 
participating in rehearsal schedules, making sets and blocking the stage. Students will need to work individually, as 
well as collaboratively, demonstrating both leadership and team-work skills. Engaging with local community 
members will be key to producing a high-quality and successful performance. 

 

Learning outcomes for the unit 

1) Work as part of a team to plan and prepare for the delivery of a musical theatre production 

2) Contribute to a musical theatre show by exercising appropriate organisational, communication, technical, 
and/or musical skills 

3) Reflectively analyse their contribution to a musical theatre production, identifying areas of personal and 
professional strength and growth 

 

Assessment tasks 

Type  Learning Outcome/s 
assessed 

When assessed  Weighting 

Planning, process and implementation Portfolio 

Keep records of your engagement, process and 
contribution to producing the musical. This will be a 
series of entries, journal reflections, 
images/transcripts and communication with peers, 
stakeholders, and lecturer. 

Equivalent word-count: 1250 

1, 2, 3 
Week 1 and Week 

6 
25% 

Practical assessment (contribution) 

Your contribution during the live performances.  
Approximately 1.5 – 2 hours (show length). 
 

Equivalent word-count: 2,000 

1, 2 Week 13 40% 

Peer reviews and reflections 

One peer review and one personal review will take 
place following the performances; reflecting on your 
own progress and knowledge learned from peers.  

 

Equivalent word-count: 1250 words. 

3 Week 13 25% 

Participation 

Teamwork, work ethic, communication and 
contribution throughout the unit 

 

Equivalent word-count: 500 words. 

1, 2, 3 Ongoing throughout 10% 

 

2.1 Prescribed and recommended readings 

Provide below, in formal reference format, a list of the prescribed and recommended readings 

for the unit. 
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Prescribed reading: 

 

Recommended reading: 

Abate, C. (2022). The art and practice of musical theatre choreography. Methuen Drama. 

*Bobetsky, V. V. (2008). The magic of middle school musicals: Inspire your students to learn, grow, and succeed: 
R&L Education  

Deer, J. (2014). Directing in musical theatre: An essential guide. Routledge. 

Deer, J., & Dal Vera, R. (2021). Acting in musical theatre: A comprehensive course (3rd ed.). Routledge. 

Flynn, A. (2023). So you want to sing musical theatre: A guide for performers (Rev. ed.). Rowman & Littlefield. 

Gordon, R., & Jubin, O. (Eds.). (2023). The Oxford handbook of the global stage musical. Oxford University Press. 

McLamore, A. (2016). Musical theater: An appreciation. Routledge. 

Mercanti, J. V. (2024). Musical theatre acting: A practical guide. Book Authority Press. 

Salzman, E., & Desi, T. (2008). The new music theater: seeing the voice, hearing the body: Oxford University 
Press.  

Stempel, L. (2010). Showtime: A history of the Broadway musical theater. W. W. Norton & Company. 

Suskin, S. (2010). Show tunes: The songs, shows, and careers of Broadway's major composers (4th ed.). Oxford 
University Press. 

Woolford, J. (2012). How Musicals Work: And how to write your own: Nick Hern Books  

 

*Denotes seminal work 

 


