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This unit provides students with an opportunity to explore how the Church is called to serve God’s mission 
in the world, to incarnate Christ and bring foretastes of His Kingdom where it appears to be absent, 
transforming communities on every level: spiritual, physical, economic, and socio-political. It connects 
strongly with the MTC formation domain Engaging the World & Others’ Stories in Tabor MTC’s curriculum 
paradigm. Ultimately, this unit aims to deepen students’ capacity to undertake community engagement in 
an informed and effective fashion. The key content of the unit includes: a theology of community 
engagement; the challenges, costs and opportunities of community engagement; community engagement 
methodologies and models; and asset-based community development. 

(1) Evaluate contemporary community engagement methodologies that can be used in the Australian context, in 
light of historical Christian practice and contemporary scholarship 

(2) Analyse the theological dimensions of Christian community engagement, drawing on the biblical text, church 
tradition and contemporary scholarship 

(3) Create effective community engagement plans based on an awareness of contextual needs, limitations, 
challenges, and assets 

(4) Reflect critically upon the practical implications of the relationship between Church and state within effective 
community engagement initiatives 

1)  Discussion Paper 
Students analyse the various community 
engagement models and methodologies presented 
in class, identifying the strengths and weaknesses 
of each. 
(2,000 words) 

1 Week 13 30% 

2) Theology of Community Engagement Paper 
Students draw on the Biblical text, Christian 
tradition and contemporary scholarship to outline 
key facets of their theology of effective community 
engagement. 
(2,000 words) 

1, 2 Week 6 30% 



3)  Community Engagement Project  
Students prepare a project comprising of 3 parts 

Part A 
Students reflect personally upon their own 
participation in a community engagement initiative, 
discussing identified strengths and weaknesses of 
the model employed by that initiative, in the light of 
scholarship.  
(750 words) 
 

Part B 
Based upon part A, students develop a Community 
Engagement Program Implementation Plan, 
constructing a viable new program of church 
engagement. 
(750 words) 
 

Part C 
Students discuss the funding plan for the proposed 
Community Engagement Program, with reference to 
the possibilities of accessing government resources 
and the implications of this for the nature of the 
program itself. 
(500 words) 

1-4 Week 13 40% 
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